
Cruc ia l  t o  CMCCôs  m i ss i on  t o  enhance  t he  econom ic  deve lopmen t  o f  
t he  Ca t sk i l l  Reg ion  t h rough  t he  p romo t i on  o f  t he  handmade  i ndus t r y  i s  
ou r  know ledge  o f  r eg i ona l  c ra f t speop le  and  a r t i sans .   We  rece i ve  many  
r eques t s  f o r  r e f e r r a l s  bu t  wonde red ,  how  cou ld  we  do  t he  en t i r e  r eg i on  
j us t i ce  un l ess  we  knew  who  a l l  t he  a r t i sans  we re?

We  de te rm ined  a  da tabase  wou ld  be  o f  g rea t  bene f i t  i n  two  ways ;  f i r s t ,  b y  c rea t i ng  
one  sou rce  f o r  a l l  r eg i ona l  c ra f t speop le  no  ma t t e r  wha t  s i ze  t he i r  bus i ness ,  and  
second ,  by  be i ng  ab l e  t o  accu ra te l y  r e f e r  t he  r i gh t  pe r son  and  l ead  t hem to  new  
bus i ness  oppo r t un i t i e s .   A g ran t  app l i ca t i on  was  subm i t t ed  t o  t he  Ca t sk i l l  Wa te r shed  
Co rpo ra t i on  and  app roved .   We  a re  ex t r eme l y  g ra te fu l  t o  t he  CWC fo r  t he i r  suppo r t  
and  con f i dence  i n  t h i s  p ro j ec t .   Tak i ng  p l ace  i n  t he  f a l l  and  ea r l y  w in te r  o f  2002 ,  ou r  
ma i l i ng  wen t  t o  as  many  c ra f t speop le  and  a r t i sans  as  we  cou ld  f i nd  and  by  yea r ' s  end  
we  had  224  en te red  i n  t he  da tabase .   

We  l ooked  a t  t he  r esu l t s  and ,  w i t h  t he  he l p  o f  po t t e r  and  t echn i ca l  consu l t an t   D r.  
Ka the r i ne  S ink ,  we re  ab l e  t o  unde rs tand  t he  da ta  i n  some  de ta i l .   I t  has  gene ra ted  
a  who le  new  se t  o f  i deas  as  t o  how  we  can  se r ve  t he  r eg i ons  c ra f t speop le  and  he l p  
b r i ng  t hem buye rs  f o r  t he i r  p roduc t s  and  l ea rn  mo re  abou t  r unn ing  a  c ra f t  bus i ness .    
Th i s  i s  an  ongo ing  p ro j ec t ,  so  we  a re  a lways  add ing  mo re  su r vey  da ta  f r om  new  
c ra f t speop le .

We ' r e  gea r i ng  up  t o  expand  t he  i n f o rma t i on  co l l e c t ed  i n  o rde r  t o  pub l i sh  p ro f i l e s  
o f  a r t i sans  and  c ra f t speop le  on  ou r  webs i t e .   Add i t i ona l  i n f o rma t i on  such  as  p r i ce  
po i n t ,  t u rn -a round  t ime  t o  ma rke t ,  t e rms  o f  paymen t ,  as  we l l  a s  p roduc t  pho tos  
w i l l  be  co l l e c t ed  and  p l aced  i n  t he  p ro f i l e s ,  c rea t i ng  a  va l uab le  bus i ness  r esou rce .   
Pe r t i nen t  i n f o rma t i on  i n  t he  da tabase  w i l l  t hen  be  made  sea rchab le  t h rough  t he  
webs i t e  so ,  f o r  examp le ,  a  s t o re  buye r  cou ld  f i nd  t he  p roduc t s  he / she  i s  l ook i ng  f o r  
a t  t he  r i gh t  p r i ce .    We  a re  ac t i ve l y  seek i ng  f und ing  f o r  t h i s  p ro j ec t  so  we  can  keep  
t he  cos t  t o  t he  a r t i sans  and  c ra f t s  bus i nesses  l ow.

The  webs i t e  and  da tabase  w i l l  be  p romo ted  t o  t he  r e t a i l  t r ade ,  i n t e r i o r  des i gne rs ,  
co l l e c t o r s ,  med ia ,  and  o the r  app rop r i a t e  ma rke t s ,  mak ing  i t  a  t r u l y  va l uab le  t oo l  f o r  
l i n k i ng  peop le  and  oppo r t un i t i e s .  Th i s  p ro j ec t  i s  a  co l l abo ra t i on  be tween  ou rse l ves ,  
c ra f t  bus i nesses  and  t he i r  ma rke t s ,  so  we  we l come  you r  r ecommenda t i ons  and  
ques t i ons .   

I f  you  a re  a  Ca t sk i l l s  Reg ion  a r t i san  o r  c ra f t spe r son  and  d i dn ' t  ge t  a  su r vey,  p l ease  
con tac t  us  as  t he  su r vey  i s  t he  f i r s t  s t ep  i n  becom ing  pa r t  o f  t h i s  impo r t an t  p ro j ec t .
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The Catskill Mountain Crafts 
Col lec tive, Inc. is a not-for-proý t 
eco nom ic de vel op ment   
organization fo cus ing on the hand-
craft in dus try as a key element in 
the sus tain able de vel op ment and 
en vi ron men tal well-being of the 
Catskill Moun tain region.
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