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New: Artisan Database

Crucial to CMCCis mission to enhance the economic development of
the Catskill Region through the promotion of the handmade industry is
our knowledge of regional craftspeople and artisans. We receive many
requests for referrals but wondered, how could we do the entire region
justice unless we knew who all the artisans were?

We determined a database would be of great benefit in two ways; first, by creating
one source for all regional craftspeople no matter what size their business, and
second, by being able to accurately refer the right person and lead them to new
business opportunities. Agrant application was submitted to the Catskill Watershed
Corporation and approved. We are extremely grateful to the CWC for their support
and confidence in this project. Taking place in the fall and early winter of 2002, our
mailing went to as many craftspeople and artisans as we could find and by year's end
we had 224 entered in the database.

We looked at the results and, with the help of potter and technical consultant Dr.
Katherine Sink, were able to understand the data in some detail. It has generated
awhole new set of ideas as to how we can serve the regions craftspeople and help
bring them buyers for their products and learn more about running a craft business.
Thisis anongoing project, so we are always adding more survey data from new
craftspeople.

We're gearing up to expand the information collected in order to publish profiles
of artisans and craftspeople on our website. Additional information such as price
point, turn-around time to market, terms of payment, as well as product photos

will be collected and placed in the profiles, creating a valuable business resource.
Pertinent information in the database will then be made searchable through the
website so, for example, a store buyer could find the products he/she is looking for
atthe right price. We are actively seeking funding for this project so we can keep
the cost to the artisans and crafts businesses low.

The website and database will be promoted to the retail trade, interior designers,
collectors, media, and other appropriate markets, making it a truly valuable tool for
linking people and opportunities. This projectis a collaboration between ourselves,
craft businesses and their markets, so we welcome your recommendations and
questions.

If you are a Catskills Region artisan or craftsperson and didn't get a survey, please
contact us as the survey is the first step in becoming part of this important project.

Clean water. Majestic mountains. Creative products. Common cause.
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